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INCIDENT TITLE:                          L O S S  O F  A  T R A I L E R  

 
DATE POSTED 
28 May 2021 

REFERENCE 
IN 21-15 

SOURCE 
EPC SPAIN 

INCIDENT OUTLINE 

When did it happen? August 20th, 2020, at 10:00 am 

 

Who experienced it? EPC SPAIN 

Where did it happen? A52, bridge of Briallo (Spain) 

What material was involved? A trailer loaded with detonators. 

What happened? 

A truck towing a trailer was driving on the highway to deliver 

explosives to a customer’s quarry when the trailer became detached. 

None of the occupants of the truck realized this had happened at the 

time. 

About twenty minutes later, the authorities (Guardia Civil) called the 

depot to inform them that the trailer was present on the highway. 

The magazine manager immediately called the truck driver and 

instructed him to return to the location of the incident and collect the 

trailer. 

Fortunately, no other vehicles collided with the trailer which only 

received minor damage and all the detonators were recovered. 

The routine vehicle check conducted before the truck and trailer left 

the depot, had not identified any defects in the truck or trailer 

including the towbar and safety chain. 

Why did it happen – theory? 

The trailer was linked to the truck by a standard towbar locking 

system. There was also a safety chain fitted. 

It appears that the towbar locking system was somehow damaged 

during the journey and the safety chain failed to operate as designed.  

It has not been possible to determine if fatigue within the towbar 

locking system and/or shock during transportation, for instance, by a 

pothole, was the cause. 

  What was the impact? 

Human: None  

Economic: Very low (only material damages) 

Environment: None 

Customer: a delayed of 2 hours in the delivery 

Media: No impact in the business 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

  Enclosure  No 

  Subsequent Report  No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMENT 

Value of incident 

Several improvements have been implemented by the 

company: 

1. Modification of the daily check list to include a more 

thorough check of the integrity of the towbar and 

locking system (physical test). 

2. The fitting of an alarm which alerts the crew of the 

truck if the trailer becomes detached. 

3. Test the alarm system before leaving the magazine. 
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